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nirdbitamrta-madburi-parimalab kalyani bimbadbaro
vaktram pankaja-saurabbam kubarita-slagha-bhidas te girab
angam candana-Sitalar tanur iyar saudarya-sarvasva-bhak
tvam dsadya mamedam indriya-kularn radhe mubur modate

“My dear auspicious Radharani, Your body is the
source of all beauty. Your red lips are softer than
the sense of immortal sweetness, Your face bears the
aroma of a lotus flower, Your sweet words defeat the
vibrations of the cuckoo, and Your limbs are cooler
than the pulp of sandalwood. All My transcendental
senses are overwhelmed in ecstatic pleasure by tasting
You, who are completely decorated by beautiful
qualities.”

— Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 4.259



Mangalacarana

(Auspicious Invocation)
Compiled by Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja.

om ajiana-timirandhasya
jiananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena
tasmai sri-gurave namah

“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master
opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful
obeisances unto him.”

(Sri Prema-bhakti-candrika by Srila Narottama dasa Thakura)

sri-caitanya-mano-' bhistam
sthapitam yena bhii-tale
svayam ripah kada mahyam

dadati sva-padantikam

“When will Srila Rapa Gosvami Prabhupada, who has established
within this material world the mission to fulfill the desire of Lord
Caitanya, give me shelter under his lotus feet?”

(Sri Prema-bhakti-candrika by Srila Narottama dasa Thakura)

vande ‘ham sri-guroh sri-yuta-pada-kamalam sri-guriin vaisnavams ca
sri-ripam sagrajatam saha-gana-raghunathanvitam tam sa-jlvam
sadvaitam savadhiitam parijana-sahitam krsna-caitanya-devam
sri-radha-krsna-padan saha-gana-lalita-sri-visakhanvitams ca



Mangalacarana

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual
master and unto the feet of all Vaisnavas. I offer my respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of Srila Rapa Gosvami along with
his elder brother Sanatana Gosvami, as well as Raghunatha Dasa
and Raghunatha Bhatta, Gopala Bhatta, and Srila Jiva Gosvami.
I offer my respectful obeisances to Lord Krsna Caitanya and Lord
Nityananda along with Advaita Acarya, Gadadhara, Srivasa,
and other associates. I offer my respectful obeisances to Srimati
Radharani and Sri Krsna along with Their associates Sri Lalita and
Visakha.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 2.1)

he krsna karuna-sindho
dina-bandho jagat-pate
gopesa gopika-kanta
radha-kanta namo ‘stu te

“O my dear Krsna, You are the friend of the distressed and the
source of creation. You are the master of the gopis and the lover of
— - = - . ”
Radharani. I offer my respectful obeisances unto You.

tapta-kaficana-gaurangi
radhe vrndavanesvari
vrsabhanu-sute devi
pranamami hari-priye

“I offer my respects to Radharani, whose bodily complexion is
like molten gold and who is the Queen of Vrndavana. You are the
daughter of King Vrsabhanu, and You are very dear to Lord Krsna.”

vancha-kalpatarubhyas ca
krpa-sindhubhya eva ca
patitanam pavanebhyo
vaisnavebhyo namo namah

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto all the Vaisnava devotees
of the Lord. They can fulfill the desires of everyone, just like desire
trees, and they are full of compassion for the fallen souls.”
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namo maha-vadanyaya
krsna-prema-pradaya te
krsnaya krsna-caitanya-
namne gaura-tvise namah

“O most munificent incarnation! You are Krsna Himself
appearing as Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu. You have assumed the
golden colour of Srimati Radharani, and You are widely distributing
pure love of Krsna. We offer our respectful obeisances unto You.”

(Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 19.53)

yad advaitam brahmopanisadi tad apy asya tanu-bha
ya atmantaryami purusa iti so ‘syamsa-vibhavah
sad-aisvaryaih pirno ya tha bhagavan sa svayam ayam
na caitanyat krsndj jagati para-tattvam param tha

“What the Upanisads describe as the impersonal Brahman is but
the effulgence of His body, and the Lord known as the Supersoul
is but His localised plenary portion. Lord Caitanya is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna Himself, full with six opulences. He
is the Absolute Truth, and no other truth is greater than or equal to
Him.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.3)

radha krsna-pranaya-vikrtir hladini saktir asmad
ekatmanav api bhuvi pura deha-bhedam gatau tau
caitanydakhyam prakatam adhuna tad-dvayam caikyam aptam
radha-bhava-dyuti-suvalitam naumi krsna-svariipam

“The loving affairs of Sri Radha and Sri Krsna are transcendental
manifestations of the Lord’s internal pleasure-giving potency.
Although Radha and Krsna are one in Their identity, They separated
Themselves eternally. Now these two transcendental identities have
again united, in the form of Sri Krsna Caitanya. I bow down to Him,
who has manifested Himself with the sentiment and complexion of
Srimati Radharani although He is Krsna Himself.”

(Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.5)
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cirad adattam nija-gupta-vittam
sva-prema-namamrtam aty-udarah

a-pamaram yo vitatara gaurah
krsno janebhyas tam aham prapadye

“The most munificent Supreme Personality of Godhead, known
as Gaurakrsna, distributed to everyone, even the lowest of men, His
own confidential treasury in the form of the nectar of love of Himself
and the holy name. This was never given to the people at any time
before. I therefore offer my respectful obeisances unto Him.”

(Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 23.1)

gaurah sac-caritamytamrta-nidhih gauram sadaiva-stuve
gaurena prathitam rahasya-bhajanam gauraya sarvam dade

gauradasti krpalu-ratra na paro gaurasya bhrityo bhavam
gaure gauravamacarami bhagavan gaura-prabho raksa mam

“] pray to Sriman Gauranga Mahaprabhu whose ecstatic
transcendental pastimes are like a river of nectar. Gaura has given
the path of confidential devotional service. I will completely
surrender to Gaura. Is there anyone more merciful than Gaura? I
will become a servant of Gaura. I shall preach the glories of Gaura.
May my Lord Gaura protect me.”

(Gauranga-virudavali by Srila Raghunandan Gosvami)

madhuryath-madhubhih sugambhi-bhajana svarnam bhujanam vanam
karunyamrta nivjharair upacitah sat-prema hemacalah
bhaktambodhara dharani vijayani niskampa-sampavali
daivo na kula-daivatam vijayatam caitanya-krsna-harih

“I worship the golden hued Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu Who
is absorbed in the enchanting mellows of madhurya rasa. May the
transcendental love of Krsna that Mahaprabhu is distributing, pour
down on this earth like a waterfall of nectar. All glories to that Sri
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”

(Gauranga-virudavali by Srila Raghunandan Gosvami)
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ajanu-lambita-bhujau kanakava-datau

sankirtanaika-pitarau kamalaya-taksau
visvambharau dvija-barau yuga-dharma-palau

vande jagat-priya-karau karunavatarau

“I worship Their Lordships Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
Nityananda Prabhu whose long arms extend down to Their knees,
whose beautiful complexions are radiant yellow like molten
gold and whose elongated eyes are like red lotuses. They are the
topmost brahmanas, the guardians of religious principles for this
age, the most munificent benefactors of all living entities, and the
most compassionate incarnations of Godhead. They initiated the
congregational chanting of the names of Lord Krsna.”

(Caitanya-bhagavata, Adi-khanda 1.1)

anarpita-carim cirat karunayavatirnah kalau
samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasam sva-bhakti-sriyam
harih purata-sundara-dyuti-kadamba-sandipitah
sada hrdaya-kandare sphuratu vah saci-nandanah

“May that Lord, who is known as the son of Srimati Sacidevi, be
transcendentally situated in the innermost chambers of your heart.
Resplendent with the radiance of molten gold, He has appeared in
the age of Kali by His causeless mercy to bestow what no incarnation
ever offered before: the most sublime and radiant spiritual knowledge
of the mellow taste of His service.” (Vidagdha-madhava 1.2)

sri-krsna-caitanyadeva rati-mati bhave bhaja
prema-kalpa-taru-bara-data
sri-urgja-raja-nandana radhika-jivana-dhana
apariipa ei saba katha

“O brother, always worship Sri Krsna Caitanyadeva who is the
great philanthropist giving away the treasure of the desire tree of
pure love for Krsna. This Lord Caitanya is actually Lord Krsna, the
prince of Vraja and the life of Srimati Radharani. Descriptions of
Him are spiritual sounds. They are not at all material.”

(Prema-bhakti-candrika 10.12)
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navadvipe avatari” radha-bhava angikari”
tanra kanti angera bhiisana
tina vancha abhilasi” saci-garbhe parakasi
sange lafia parisada-gana

“Lord Krsna desired to appear in Navadvipa to understand the
intense love Srimati Radharani felt for Him, and accept Her golden
complexion as His bodily ornament. In order to fulfill these three
desires, the Lord appeared in Sacidevi’s womb. When the Lord
appeared like this in the material world, all His associates followed
Him, and also appeared in the world.” (Prema-bhakti-candrika 10.13)

gaura-hari avatari ‘premera vadara kari”
sadhila manera tina kaja

radhikara prana-pati kiva bhave kande niti
iha bujhe bhakata-samaja

“The Lord appeared in the golden form of Lord Caitanya,
and preached the message of pure love for Krsna. In this way He
fulfilled the three desires in His mind. Only the devotees are able
to understand in what a wonderful way Krsna, who is the Lord of
Srimati Radharani’s life, continually cried in ecstatic love of God.”

(Prema-bhakti-candrika 10.14)

uttama adhama kichu na bachila yaciya dilaka kola
kahe premananda emana gauranga hrdaye dhariya bola
bhaja gauranga kaha gauranga laha gauranga nama (re)
vye jana gauranga bhaje sei haya amara prana (re)

“Never discriminating who was a fit candidate, elevated or
degraded, the son of mother Saci magnanimously accepts one and
all onto His lap in a loving embrace crying; ‘Come to My fold, come
to My fold!” The poet Premananda Dasa begs you all to constantly
chant the sweet name of Krsna while holding tightly to that son of
mother Saci in the innermost core of your heart. Worship Gauranga!
Speak about Gauranga! Oh please take to gaura-nama! Whoever
worships Gauranga is my life and soul.” (Premananda Dasa)

vi
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yasyaiva padambuja-bhakti-labhyah
premabhidhanah paramah pum-arthah
tasmai jagan-mangala-mangalaya
caitanya-candraya namo namas te

“O Lord Caitanyacandra, by devotedly serving Your lotus feet
one can attain the pure love for Lord Krsna that is the ultimate goal
of all endeavours. O Lord Caitanyacandra, O great auspiciousness
of the world, I offer my respectful obeisances unto You. I offer my
respectful obeisances unto You.” (Sri Caitanya-candramrta, text 9)

ananda-lila-maya-vigrahaya
hemabha-divyac-chavi-sundaraya
tasmai maha-prema-rasa-pradaya
caitanya-candraya namo namas te

“O Lord Caitanyacandra, O Lord whose form is full of blissful
pastimes, O Lord whose complexion is as splendid as gold, O Lord
who gives in charity the nectar of pure love for Lord Krsna. I offer
my respectful obeisances unto You. I offer my respectful obeisances
unto You.” (Sri Caitanya-candramyta, text 11)

yan naptam karma-nisthair na ca samadhi-gatam yat tapo dhyana-yogair
vairagyais tyaga-tattva-stutibhir api na yat tarkitam capi kaiscit
govinda-prema-bhajam api na ca kalitam yad rahasyam svayam tan
namnaiva pradurasid avatarati pare yatra tam naumi gauram

“Not attainable by the faithful performers of pious deeds, not
understood by those engaged in austerity, meditation, and yoga,
not guessed by those absorbed in detachment, renunciation of the
fruits of work, philosophical speculation or recitation of prayers, and
unknown even to the devotees full of love for Lord Govinda, the
secret of pure devotional service has been revealed by the holy name
during Lord Gaura’s advent. Let me glorify that Lord Gaura.”

(Sri Caitanya-candramyta, text 3)

vii
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nirdhutamrta-madhuri-parimalah kalyani bimbadharo
vaktram pankaja-saurabham kuharita-slagha-bhidas te girah
angam candana-sitalam tanur iyam saudarya-sarvasva-bhak
tvam asadya mamedam indriya-kulam radhe muhur modate

“My dear auspicious Radharani, Your body is the source of
all beauty. Your red lips are softer than the sense of immortal
sweetness, Your face bears the aroma of a lotus flower,
Your sweet words defeat the vibrations of the cuckoo, and
Your limbs are cooler than the pulp of sandalwood. All My
transcendental senses are overwhelmed in ecstatic pleasure
by tasting You, who are completely decorated by beautiful
qualities.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 4.259)

This verse, spoken by Lord Krsna to Radha, is recorded in
the Lalita-Madhava (9.33) of Srila Rapa Gosvami.'

1. Caitanya-caritamyta, Adi-lila 4.259 purport by Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.



Radharani's Beoufy

This is a description about the transcendental beauty of
Srimati Radharani and Her transcendental qualities.

govindanandini radha, govinda-mohini
govinda-sarvasva, sarva-kanta-siromani

“Radha is the one who gives pleasure to Govinda, and She
is also the enchantress of Govinda. She is the be-all and end-
all of Govinda, and the crest jewel of all His consorts.”

(Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 4.82)

Gowinda sarvasva, Govinda is everything for Radharani. You
cannot find anywhere descriptions like that. The best of all Ve-
dic scriptures is the Srimad-Bhagavatam, sarva vedanta sara, but
you will not find them there. You will find these descriptions
only in the writings of the Gosvamis, especially those written by
Srila Riipa Gosvami and Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami.

riupa-raghunatha-pade haibe akuti
kabe hama bujhaba se jugala piriti

“When shall I be very much eager to study the books left
by the six Gosvamis, headed by Srila Rapa Gosvami and Srila
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami? By their instruction I shall be able
to understand properly the loving affairs of Radha and Krsna.”

(Lalasa-mayi)?

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami has written the book Premam-
bhoja-maranda wherein he describes the transcendental qualities
and bodily beauty of Srimati Radharani.

2. Song 1 from Prarthana by Srila Narottama Dasa Gosvami.
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maha-bhavojjvalac-cinta-ratnodbhavita-vigraham
sakhi-pranaya-sad-gandha-varodvartana-suprabham

“The love of the gopis for Krsna is full of transcendental
ecstasy. [t appears to be a brilliant jewel, and, enlightened by
such a transcendental jewel, Radha’s body is further perfumed
and decorated with kunkuma.”

karunyamrta-vicibhis tarunyamrta-dharaya
lavanyamrta-vanyabhih snapitam glaptendiram

“In the morning, Srimati Radharani bathes in the
nectarean waves of compassion, at midday She showers in
the ambrosial stream of youthfulness, and in the evening She
submerges Herself in the invigorating inundation of beauty.
She eclipses the goddess of fortune, Laksmidevi.”

hri-patta-vastra-guptangim saundarya-ghusrnancitam
syamalojjvala-kasturi-vicitrita-kalevaram

“Her dress is composed of various kinds of silken garments,
which may be compared to Her natural shyness. Her beauty
is more and more enhanced, being decorated with kunkuma,
which is compared to beauty itself, and with blackish musk,
which is compared to conjugal love. Thus Her body is
decorated with different colours.”

kampasru-pulaka-stambha-sveda-gadgada-raktatah
unmado jadyam ity etai rathanir navabhir uttamaih

kiptalankrti-samslistam gunali-puspa-malinim
dhiradhiratva-sad-vasa -pata-vasaih pariskrtam



Radharani's Beoufy

“Her ornaments embody the natural symptoms of ecstasy:
trembling, tears, jubilation, being stunned, perspiration,
faltering of the voice, bodily redness, madness, and dullness.
In this way the entire body is bedecked with these nine
different jewels. Over and above this, the beauty of Her body
is enhanced by Her transcendental qualities, which hang as
a flower garland on Her body. The ecstasy of love for Krsna
is known as dhira and adhira, sober and restless. Such ecstasy
constitutes the covering of Sri Radha’s body, and it is adorned
by camphor.”

(St Svi Prema-marandakhya-stava-raja, verses 1-5)

In this way Raghunatha dasa Gosvami wrote so many verses.

maha-bhavojjvalac-cinta-ratnodbhavita-vigraham
sakhi-pranaya-sad-gandha-varodvartana-suprabham

The last stage of rati is maha-bhava. Maha-bhava svarupa radha-
thakurani, Radharani is said to be maha-bhava svarupa, Her form
is the embodiment of mahda-bhava and Her love for Krsna is like
sad-gandha-varodvartana-suprabham. The aroma coming from the
transcendental body of Radharani surpasses the aroma of kunku-
ma, which is a very nicely scented red powder.

Radharani Takes Her Bath in Nectar

Purvanye karunyamrta, madhyane tarunyamrta, sandhyane
lavanyamrta snatah. The words forenoon, noon and afternoon in
Sanskrit are purvanya, madhyana and sayama. You should know
this. Radharani’s body seems to be bathed, snatah, three times a
day during these periods: forenoon, noon and afternoon.

You should remember that She never bathes in ordinary wa-
ter. She takes Her bath in nectar, as stated in this verse. Gener-

14
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ally She takes bath in the Yamuna River. Have you taken bath
in the Yamuna? If you have then you are very fortunate, because
Radharani and Krsna took bath in the Yamuna. The Yamuna is
a very sacred river. When Radha and Krsna descended in this
world 5,000 years ago and were manifesting Their transcendental
loving pastimes in Vrndavana, They were often playing in the
water of the Yamuna River, jala-krda. So the Yamuna is very, very
fortunate.

However, here Raghunatha dasa Gosvami says something
else. He says that Radharani takes Her bath in nectar. What type
of nectar?! Karunyamrta, tarunyamrta, and lavanyamrta. Karunya
means ‘mercy’. Mercy is like nectar. She takes Her bath in that
nectar, karunyamrta, before noon. Tarunyamsrta is also like nec-
tar. Taru means ‘youth’. And Radharani takes Her bath in that
nectar at noon. Then lavanyamrta, lavanya means ‘beauty’. That
is also like nectar and She takes Her bath in that nectar in the
afternoon. This has a very, very deep meaning; it is very difficult
to understand.

Radharant’s Two Garments

Then Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami gives a description of
Her dress and garments.

‘nama’, ‘vigraha’, ‘svartupa’—tina eka-ripa
tine ‘bheda’ nahi,—tina ‘cid-ananda-rupa’

“The Lord’s holy name, His form and His personality are
all one and the same. There is no difference between them.
Since all of them are absolute, they are all transcendentally
blissful. (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 17.131)
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There is no difference between the name and the vigraha form
of Radharani and Krsna. By seeing the Deity, we can know it.
Radharani has two garments, one upper garment and one lower
garment. If you become a pujari and make srngara® for Radharani,
you should remember that Her upper garment is red and Her low-
er garment is blue. Do not dress Radharani in only one colour, or
only one sari. There should be two garments: an upper and lower
garment of red and blue.

Shyness Has Become Her Cloth

However, here Raghunatha dasa Gosvami has said some-
thing else again. It is pratika varnana — an allegorical description;
Radharani’s cloth is lajja rupa para-vasta pari-dhana. Lajja means
‘shyness’. Shyness has become Her cloth.

The Natural Ornament of Women

It is stated that shyness, lgjja-sila, is a natural ornament of
women, vinabha lajja-sila. Mahaprabhu has said in the first verse
of Siksastaka: vidya-vadhii-jivanam. Vidya means ‘knowledge’, not
material knowledge but transcendental knowledge, para-vidya,
not apara-vidya. That vidya is like a vadhit. Vadhi means ‘newly
wedded girl’. When a girl who has been living in her parents’
house grows up and accepts a husband, she becomes vadhu, a
bride. Have you seen a newly wedded Indian bride? She is not
half naked like your Western women. She wears a nice sari and
she puts a veil over her head. She never shows her face — she is
very shy, and when she walks her body is bent. She walks very
slowly not to produce any sound. That is vadhu, ‘who is endowed
with shyness’.

3. Srngara: proper decorating and dressing.
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Shameless women or girls never put a veil on their head, they
are half naked, and their body is never bent; it is straight. They
never wear saris, or if they put on a sari, it is without a veil. It is
stated here, lajja ripa para-vasta pari-dhana, shyness is the garment
of Radharani. This is a natural ornament of women. You should
all know this. If any woman is bereft of this ornament, then she is
shameless, nirlajja! She walks straight; she is half naked; she wears
high-heeled shoes and gallops like a mare, ‘tak tak tak tak’. Godhi
bagyan asruti ‘heyeyeye!’ — laughing like a mare, heyeyeye! We call
her in our language, gadha muhi. Muhi means ‘face’, and gadha
means ‘horse’. A horse face is high. Such a shameless woman’s
head is not bent over, but she holds it high and she laughs like a
mare, ‘heyeyeye!’

Radharant’s Body

Is Decorated with Transcendental Love

Thus, lajja rupa pard-vasta pari-dhana — shyness is the cloth
Radharani wears and sundarya riupe kunkuma sobhita syama varna
— Her beauty is like kunkuma. Sragara rasa rapa kastini dvara ci-
tra kalevara, generally Krsna and Radha decorate Their face
with kasturi, kasturi tilakam. Kasturi-tilakam lalata-patale vaksah-
sthale kaustubham.* This is a prayer for Krsna. Both, Krsna’s and

4. kasturi-tilakam lalata-patale vaksah-sthale kaustubham
nasagre vara-mauktikamkaratale venuh kare kankanam
sarvange hari-candanam sulalitam kanthe ca muktavali
gopa-stri-parivestito vijayate gopala-ciidamanih
(Svi Gopala Sahasra Nama, text 28)

His forehead is decorated with musk tilak, upon His chest rests the Kaustubha jew-
el, an exquisite pearl adorns the tip of His nose, His lotus hand holds the flute, brace-
lets adorn His wrists, His entire form is anointed with candana, a necklace of pearls
graces His very charming neck, and He is surrounded by cowherd maidens — all glories
unto He who is the crest jewel of cowherd boys!

?
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Radharani’s faces are decorated with tilak made from kasturi,
musk. It is a very nice scented substance called mrganadi kasturi,
coming from the navel of one very small type of deer, called
kasturt mrga. It is very costly. It is stated, saundarya srigara rasa
ripa kasturi dvara citra kalevara. Srigara means ‘transcendental
love’. This kastiri is like transcendental love and Radharani’s
body is decorated with that musk.

Krsna Belongs to Radharani

We should pray for the mercy of Srimati Radharani. Our aim
is to get Krsna, but how can we get Him? Unless we get Her mer-
cy we cannot get Krsna. Radhara krsna, govinda sarvasva — Krsna
belongs to Radharani. If Radharani is merciful upon us, then we
can get Krsna, otherwise it is not possible. Therefore we take
shelter at Her lotus feet.

The Meaning of ‘Hare Krsna’

When we chant hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare, hare
rama hare rama rama rama hare hare, we first pray to Radharani,
“O Hare”. Hare means ‘O Radharant’. The word ‘hare’ is used to
address Hara, Krsna’s internal potency, Srimati Radharani. Then
we chant ‘krsna’, “O Krsna”. First we chant, “O Radharani”, be-
cause by obtaining Her mercy we can go to Krsna. Otherwise you
cannot approach Him. That is why we chant first ‘hare’ and then
‘krsna’. This is the meaning of ‘hare krsna’. Thus we have to take
shelter at the lotus feet of Srimati Radharani.
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Radha-Padambhoja Renu
The Dust at the Lotus Feet of Srimati Radbarani

The Gosvamis have written many verses about Srimati
Radharani, because they are very dear to Her. And because they
are Her dear devotees, they have obtained Krsna. I will chant just
a few of the verses written by them.

anaradhya radha-padambhoja-renum

anasritya vrndatavim tat padankam
asambhasya-tad bhava-gambhira-cittan

kutah syama-sindho rasasyavagahah

“If you have not worshipped the dust of the lotus feet of
Srimati Radharani, or the land of Vraja that is marked with
Her lotus feet, or have not served the lotus feet of Her devotees,
who have become profound by meditating upon Her; how can
you become attracted to that blackish ocean of nectar known
as Syama, Krsna?” (Sva-sankalpa-prakasa-stotra, Verse 1)

radha-padambhoja-renu nahi aradhile
tanhara padanka-puta-vraja na bhajile
na sevile radhika-gambhira-bhava-bhakta

syama-sindhu-rase kise habe anurakta?®

Radha-padambhoja-renu, renu means ‘dust’. Ambhoja means ‘lo-
tus’ and pada means ‘feet’. You should know all these words. If
you do not worship the dust at the lotus feet of Radharani, then
you cannot get Krsna. Tanhara padanka-puta-vraja na bhajile. How

5. Sri Bhajana-rahasya, text 10. A poetic rendition by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura of
the previous Sanskrit verse by Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami.
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have the dust and the land of Vrndavana become purified? They
have become purified because Radharani is always walking on it.
Srimati Radharani’s mere walking has purified the whole earth.

Na sevile radhika-gambhira-bhava-bhakta  syama-sindhu-rase
kise habe anurakta? If you do not serve Radharani’s mood, which
means Krsna who assumed that mood of Radharani and be-
came Gauranga, then how can you get Krsna? Syama sindhu rase
kisekhabe anurakta, that syama-rasa is like an ocean. If you do not
worship Gauranga and serve Gauranga, then you cannot be in-
terested in that ocean.

Assume the Mood of the Gopis

abhimanam parityajya prakrta-vapur-adisu
sri-krsna-krpaya gopi-dehe vraje vasamy aham
radhikanucari bhutva parakiya-rase sada
radha-krsna vilasesu paricaryam karomy aham

“After giving up false identification with this material
body, may I obtain the body of a gopi and reside in Vraja by
the mercy of Sri Krsna. Becoming a maidservant of Sri Radha,
may I always serve and attend Radha and Krsna, who enjoy
pastimes of paramour love (parakiya-rasa).®

sthula-dehadite atma-buddhi parihari’
krsna-krpa-asraye nitya-gopi-deha dhari’
kabe ami parakiya rase nirantara
radha-krsna-seva-sukha labhiba vistara’

6. Quoted in Sri Bhajana-rahasya 5.11
7. Sri Bhajana-rahasya, text 11. A poetic rendition by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura of
the previous Sanskrit verse by Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami.

10



Radharani's Beoufy

The first teaching in Bhagavad-gita is, ‘I am not this body; I am
a spirit soul.” Here it states sthila deha, which means ‘the gross
body’. We, the conditioned souls, think this gross body to be the
self, but it is stated in this verse to give up this buddhi, the con-
ception of this gross body as the self.

Then it states krsna-krpa-asraye nitya-gopi-deha dhari’. Krsna is
known as Gopikanta, Gopinath, the husband of the gopis, the
beloved of the gopis. So if we want the mercy of Krsna, we should
pray to obtain a body like that of the gopis. Otherwise how can
you get Krsna? That should be your prayer. You cannot imagine
it. You think: Oh, I have a male body, a very nice body, why shall
[ ask for a female body? No, that is not what I mean. We speak
about the mood.

The Gosvamis — Rapa Gosvami, Jiva Gosvami, Sanatana
Gosvami, and Ragunatha dasa Gosvami are like that, their body
is like that of a gopi. That means their mood is like the mood of
the gopis. As I said, this is allegorical. Although outwardly their
body is a male body, in a spiritual sense it is a gopi-deha, a body like
that of the gopis. Unless you have such a body or mood, you can-
not serve Gopinatha Krsna, Gopikanta. Bhaktivinoda Thakura
has written a song called Gopinatha.

gopinath, mama nivedana suno,
visayi durjana, sada kama-rata
kichu nahi mora guna

“O Gopinatha, Lord of the gopis, please hear my prayer. |
am a wicked materialist, always addicted to worldly desires,
and no good qualities do [ possess.”

gopinatha, amara bharasa tumi,
tomara carane, loinu sarana,
tomar kinkara ami

"
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“O Gopinatha, You are my only hope and therefore I
have taken shelter at Your lotus feet. | am now Your eternal
servant.”

Therefore it is said, sri-krsna-krpaya gopi-dehe vraje vasamy
aham, krsna krpa sahe nitya gopi-deha dhari — assume a body like
that of the gopis, and then stay in Vrajabhumi under the mercy
of Krsna. Kabe ami parakiya rase nirantara, radha-krsna-seva-sukha
labhiba vistara — when will that auspicious day come, that [ will be
endowed with the mellow of parakiya-rasa? Then I may have the
opportunity to serve Radha-Krsna.

Become a Maidservant of Srimati Radharani

durad apasya svajanan sukham artha-kotim
sarvesu sadhana-varesu ciram nirasah
vasantam eva sahajadbhuta-saukhya-dharam
sri-radhika-carana renum aham smarami

“The desire for the pleasure received from relationships
with family and friends; for the four goals of life namely
dharma, artha, kama and moksa; and for countless wealth and
so forth, are the causes of anarthas. Knowing this, [ abandoned
them all. I worship the foot-dust of Sri Radha, which showers
natural, wonderful happiness, and I always hold this foot-dust
upon my head.” (Sri Radha-rasa-sudha-nidhi, verse 33)

The concluding instruction of Krsna in Srimad Bhagavad-gita

(18.66) is, sarva-dharman parityaja mam ekam saranam vraja. Here
it is said, take shelter at the lotus feet of Radharani.

12
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svajana-sambandha-sukha, catur varga-artha
sakala-sadhana chadi’ janiya anartha
sahaja-adbhuta-saukhya-dhara vrsti kari
radha-pada-renu bhaji, sire sada dhari’8

The Gosvamis pray for the dust of Radharani’s lotus feet,
“How can I get it and put it on my head?” This is the sum and
substance of this verse: [ will give up all my worldly relationships.
There are five types of relationships in this material world: hus-
band and wife, father and son, relationships with friends, master
and servant, and other relationships. By giving up all these rela-
tionships [ also give up the four purusarthas: dharma, artha, kama,
and moksa. I will give up all types of sadhana, because these are
all anarthas. These are all material and very, very troublesome.
Sahaja-adbhuta-saukhya-dhara vrsti kari, radha-pada-renu bhaji, sire
sada dhari’. The easiest path is to ask for the dust from the lotus
feet of Srimati Radharani. When shall I get that dust and put it
on my head? In other words,

asasya dasyam vrsabhanu-jayas

tire samadhyasya ca bhanu-jayah

kada nu vimdavana-kuiija-vithisv
aham nu radhe hy atithir bhaveyam

“O Radha! O Vrsabhanu-nandini! When will I, with the
hope of becoming Your maidservant, reside on the bank of the
Yamuna as a guest on the pathways of Vrndavana’s kufjas?”

(Svi Radha-rasa-sudha-nidhi, verse 198)

vrsabhanu-kumarira haiba kinkari
kalinda-nandini tire ra’ba vasa kari’

8. Sri Bhajana-rahasya, text 12. A poetic rendition by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura of
the previous Sanskrit verse by Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami.
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karuna kariya radhe e dasira prati
vrdatavi kuiija kabe haiba atithi °

When will that day come that I will be a maidservant of the
daughter of Vrsabhanu, Srimati Radharani? You have to pray for
this. That is the only prayer.

Kalinda-nandini tire ra’ba vasa kari’, kalinda-nandini means the
river Yamuna, the daughter of Kalinda. When will that day come
that I will reside on the banks of the Yamuna River? Pray in
this way because the Yamuna River is the favourite of Srimati
Radharani. In which She would take Her bath. If I stay there
then I will get Her kind association and then She may listen to
my prayer. Karuna kariya radhe e dasira prati vindatavi kusija kabe
haiba atithi — O Radharani! He Radhe! Please shower Your mercy
on me. [ am Your maidservant. Please accept me as such, and
shower Your mercy on me. You should become a maidservant of
Srimati Radharani. Otherwise you cannot get Krsna. This is our
prayer.

Vrnda kabi kufija kabe haiba atithi, when will that day come that
[ will be waiting on the path in Vrndavana that leads me to the
kusija where Radha and Krsna meet? This is our prayer.

Krsna Is Always with Radharani

Devotee: Often, it is said that we can’t chant the name of Srimati
Radharani, that it is like sahajya because we do not know Srimati
Radharani, and so, we cannot worship Srimati Radharani with-
out Krsna.

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami: No, no, no, no. Krsna is al-
ways with Radharani. He is never without Radharani.

9. Sri Bhajana-rahasya, text 13. A poetic rendition by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura of
the previous Sanskrit verse by Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami.
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Devotee: They say we cannot chant ‘jaya radhe, jaya radhe’? They
say it is not good.

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami: ‘jaya radhe’ means Radhe with
Krsna. Krsna is always with Radha.

Devotee: We can’t chant only ‘radha’. We can’t chant ‘jaya rad-
he, jaya radhe’.

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami: Why not? It is glorifying
Srimati Radharani. Radharani is never alone. She is always with
Krsna, and Her mercy is required to approach Krsna. Therefore
we pray to Srimati Radharani by chanting ‘hare krsna’. First we
chant ‘hare’, and then ‘krsna’. How can you say that we are not
chanting Radharani’s name? Hare means ‘Radharani’. Yes, that is
our kirtana, that is our prayer; that is our job; that is our remem-
brance, smarana, everything.

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare

Devotee: What is the best way to pray to Srimati Radharani?
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami: Chanting ‘hare krsna’!
Devotee: Many people chant ‘hare krsna’ but they cannot get
that dust from Radharani’s lotus feet.

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami: Because they don’t want it.
They never desire it. So how can they get it? One should be very
eager to get the mercy of Srimati Radharani, the dust of Her lotus
feet.

The Spiritual Master’s Real Form

Devotee: We have to pray to the spiritual master or...
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami: Who is the spiritual master?

15
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What is his real form? The spiritual master is a girl companion
of Srimati Radharani, radha-priya-sakhi. Nikufja-yino rati-keli-sid-
dhyai. This spiritual master, he or she, is a very dear girl friend or
companion of Srimati Radharani.

Devotee: So that means we have to go to Srimati Radharani be-
cause the spiritual master is there?

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami: First approach the spiritual
master, then you can approach Radharani, and then approach
Krsna. Otherwise it is not possible.

My Body Is the Body of Srimati Radharani

What did Gauranga Mahaprabhu, who is non-different from
Krsna, say?

gaura anga nahe mora—radhanga-sparsana
gopendra-suta vina tenho na sparse anya-jana
(Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 8.287)

“This body of Mine is not Gauranga, it is radhanga-sparsana,
it is the body of Srimati Radharani. Only gopendra-suta, the son
of Nanda Maharaja, can touch this body. No one else can touch

this body.”

Devotee: When we are worshipping Krsna, unless we think that
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Himself Krsna, it is not possible to wor-
ship Krsna as Gauranga, isn’t it?

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami: Yes. Gauranga means two
bodies, Radha and Krsna, united — yugala tanu. Radha and Krsna,
Their two bodies mixed become Gauranga.

16
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Radha-Bhava Is Predominating in Gauranga

Devotee: When we chant ‘hare krsna’ we are worshipping Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami: Yes. And we always first chant
radha-bhava angi kori, at the beginning of the Caitanya-caritamrta
class.

navadvipe avatari’ radha-bhava angikari’
tanra kanti angera bhiisana
tina vancha abhilasi’ saci-garbhe parakasi’
sange lana parisada-gana

“Lord Krsna desired to appear in Navadvipa to understand
the intense love Srimati Radharani felt for Him, and to accept
Her golden complexion as His bodily ornament. In order to
fulfill these three desires, the Lord appeared in Sacidevi’s
womb. When the Lord appeared like this in the material
world, all His associates followed Him, and also appeared in
the world.” (Prema-bhakti-candrika, verse 13)

He incarnated Himself in Navadvipa, assuming the mood of
Radharani, tanra kanti angera bhusana. His body has the complex-
ion of Radharani; His bodily hue, His bodily effulgence, every-
thing is Radharani’s. That is Gauranga Mahaprabhu.

His mood is mostly Radharani, not Krsna. Therefore, if you
are a pujari, and if there are Deities of Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
Nityananda, do not dress Caitanya Mahaprabhu as Krsna. Do not
put a peacock feather on His head. A pujari should know all these
things. I have seen that many pujaris dress Gauranga Mahapra-

bhu and put a peacock feather on Him. That is not pleasing to
Gauranga Mahaprabhu, no! He thinks Himself to be Radha,

(ki
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radhda-anga. He said, “This is the body of Radharani, only gopen-
dra-suta, the son of Nanda Maharaja can touch this body. No one
else can touch this body.”'° That means that in Him radha-bhava,
the mood of Radharani, is the predominating bhava, not the bha-
va of Krsna. That is the mood of Gauranga Mahaprabhu.

kva nanda-kula-candramah kva sikhi-candrakalankrtih

kva mandra-murali-ravah kva nu surendra-nila-dyutih
kva rasa-rasa-tandavi kva sakhi jiva-raksausadhir

nidhir mama suhrt-tamah kva bata hanta ha dhig vidhim

“My dear friend, where is Krsna, who is like the moon
rising from the ocean of Maharaja Nanda’s dynasty? Where is
Krsna, His head decorated with a peacock feather? Where is
He? Where is Krsna, whose flute produces such a deep sound?
Oh, where is Krsna, whose bodily lustre is like the sheen of
the blue indranila jewel? Where is Krsna, who is so expert in
rasa dancing? Oh, where is He, who can save My life? Kindly
tell Me where to find Krsna, the treasure of My life and best of
My friends. Feeling separation from Him, I hereby condemn

providence, the shaper of My destiny.”
(Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 19.35)

10. gaura anga nahe mora—sradhanga-sparsana
gopendra-suta vina tenho na sparse anya-jana

“Actually My body does not have a fair complexion. It only appears so because it
has touched the body of Srimati Radharani. However, She does not touch anyone but
the son of Nanda Maharaja.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 8.287)

tanra bhave bhavita kari’ atma-mana
tabe nija-madhurya kari asvadana

“I have now converted My body and mind into the ecstasy of Srimati Radharani;

thus I am tasting My own personal sweetness in that form.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Mad-
hya-lila 8.288)
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What Is Pleasing to Mahaprabhu?

Gauranga Mahaprabhu was crying in this way when He saw
Svartpa Damodara Gosvami and Ramananda Raya, who were
Lalita-sakhi and Visakha-sakhi in krsna-lila. Radharani was
crying before Visakha-sakhi and Lalita-sakhi, “How can I get
that Krsna, nanda-kula candramah, sikhi kalankytih?” Sikhi means
‘peacock feather’. Similarly, Mahaprabhu was crying when He
saw Svarupa Damodara Gosvami and Ramananda Raya. She was
crying for Krsna, and He was crying for Him too. Thus, radha-bha-
va is predominating in Gauranga, not the bhava of Krsna. So
do not dress Gauranga Mahaprabhu as Krsna. He will never be
pleased. Although He is non-different from Krsna, His mood is
Radharani’s mood. This is important. And not to dress Him as
Krsna, is pleasing to Him.
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hen Ridha and Krsna

descended in this
world 5,000 years ago and were
manifesting Their transcenden-
tal loving pastimes in Vrndava-
na, They were often playing in
the water of the Yamuna River,
jala-krda. So the Yamuna is very,
very fortunate.

However, here Raghunatha dasa Gosvami says something
else. He says that Radharani takes Her bath in nectar. What
Ltype of nectar? Karunyamrta, tarunyamria, and lavanyamrta.
Karunya means ‘mercy’. Mercy is like nectar. She takes Her
bath in that nectar, karunyamrta, before noon. Tarunyamrta is
also like nectar. Taru means ‘youth'. And Radharani takes Her
bath in that nectar at noon. Then lavanyamita, lavanya means
‘beauty’. That is also like nectar and She takes Her bath in that
nectar in the afternoon. This has a very, very deep meaning; it
is very difficult to understand.”
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